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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to study about Wat Sangvej’s history through Sangvej
temple as it was the community center in the past. In Thailand many years ago, temple
was the place where retain the unity of the people and also people who lived in that area
were the person who support when the temple was built and reconstruct simultaneously.
Therefore, we assume that the socialization between community and temple as such
could be traced.

This research could be dividing into 5 study periods as below:

- Wat Sungvej Visyaram Ayudhya until Thonburi Era

(Wat Samjeen Nua)
- Wat Sungvej Visyaram Rattanakosin Era

(Wat Banglumpoo) King Rama 1531 (2325 B.E. — 2394 B.E.)
- Wat Sungvej Visyaram Rattanakosin Era

King Rama 4™ - 6™ (2394 B.E. — 2468 B.E.)

- Wat Sungvej Visyaram Rattanakosin Era
King Rama 7" — 8" (2394 B.E. — 2468 B.E.)

- Wat Sungvej Visyaram Rattanakosin Era
King Rama 9™ —now (2489 B.E. — 2548 B.E.)

The research found that, in Ayudhya Era, this area was a small gardening village closed
to Chaopraya River. When the canal was built as a short-cut in Bangkok in King
Chairajathiraj, the commercial transportation had to drop at this area in order to inform
about the goods detail and paid import/ export duty and tax. Then the warehouses were
built and new occupation like the boat builders and the warehouse workers were occurred
to support the activities as such.

When the Rattanakosin Era was found, during the period of King Rama 1%, this area was
separate to the inner and outer city wall. The number of population in this area was
increased but still be the river community as it could be seen from most of the commerce
and transport activities were related to river. In the time of King Rama 3™, this area was
developed to be a market called “Pak-Klong Banglumpoo” and expanded to floating and
ground market in the closed area later on. Wat Banglumpoo was patronized by the King
and the Royal Family in the early of Rattanakosin Era.

Since the mid-Rattanakosin Era, there were a lot of developments after Padung Krung
Kasem was constructed in order to expand the city area. There were a large number of
commercial activities after Thai signed the Treaty with Western countries, especially the
Bowring Treaty with the Britain. The development was increased in many during King
Rama 5", for example, the streets were built and extended in many route compared from
the previous era, the building was built along the main street to support the living and
trading activities. When the street were constructed thorough Banglumpoo and the
eastern side of Wat Sungvej area, the number of activities in the foresaid area were



increasing as the foresaid reason together with the reconstruction of Tlad-Yod after the
fired. The role of floating-life was reduced and substituted by the ground utilities. In the
mean time, there were the communities called “Ban Chon Hoy Thappi” in the east and
“Ban Bu” in the north of Waj Sungvej Visyaram.

In 2412 B.E., Banglumpoo market and the closed area were on fire, Ban Chon Hoy
Thappi, Ban Bu and also Waj Sungvej Visyaram were effect through this fire. King Rama
5™ came to this community to control the fire by himself. Also, King Rama 5" came to
Waj Sungvej Visyaram 5 times during the period when he ascended the throne for Ka-
thin festival. The School for the children who lived in Waj Sungvej community was built
in the temple according to the idea of Ajarn Poo, an abbot of Waj Sungvej Visyaram.

After World War 2, Bangkokian moved to live outside Bangkok. In Waj Sungvej
Visyaram community, many houses were sold to escape the war. The migration within
this community could be seen from times to times, but the major migration was after the
Waj Sungvej Visyaram on fire in 2511 B.E.

According to the National Economics and Social Development plan between 2520 B.E. -
2524 B.E., especially focusing on tourism development, there were a lot of tourists who
came to Thailand. In 2541 B.E., many guesthouses were built and expanded from
Khaosarn Road to Wat Chanasongkram, Khean — Nivas & Kahi Jae Community for the
purpose of serving the number of foreign tourist which increases continuously. As the
matter of fact; the living style of the community had been changed according to home for
livings were changed to guesthouses.

In summary, almost people who live in Wat Sungvej area do not know the about past of
this community because more than a half is the new comer. Therefore this research could
be a tool to emphasis the community in order to look backward the proud of their history
and also the important person who live within the same area. In the same time, the
community should create the community awareness towards the unity and appreciation of
the Watsungvej area to defend the change and problem could be happen in the future.
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