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Abstract

This study is a qualitative research with the aim to 1) study the history and ethnic group
of Wat Rakhang Kositaram community and the vicinity 2) investigate and collect traditional and
modem cultural places 3) study the factors which make Wat Rakhang Kositaram and the vicinity
modem cultural places adaptable to social and economic circumstances 4) study the inherent
capacity for growth of cultural places as popular learning centres and popular revenue centres
5) present local wisdom as part of the management tools for popular leaming centres and popular
revenue centres. The target groups include folk people, community leaders, senior citizens, and
administrators  of educational institutes, instructors, monks and representatives of related
organizations in the community. The procedures used to gather data are surveying,
questionnaires, group interviews and focus groups. The data are analyzed using a method as

designed. The findings fall into four major categories:

1. The Wat Rakhang Kositaram community and the vicinity are basically stemmed from
modernization in Thonburi neighbourhood with the establishment of Siriraj Hospital and Bangkok
Noi Railway Station. There are actually two cultural groups of residents i.e. groups of origin as
descendants of the royalty and the newcomers moving in for commercial purpose around Wat

Rakhang Kositaram.

2 The cultural places of Wat Rakhang Kositaram and the vicinity are diverse. This falls
into 3 categories: 1) the traditional cultural places such as monasteries, archaeological sites,
archaeological objects in the monasteries and water wells etc; 2) the gone cultural places i.e.

Ban Poon palace, the Suan Mangkood palace, the palace of the back, Sala TonJan, Tamnak Tong,
Sala Gohok, the making of Khao Lam Tad rice cake and the making of court dolls 3) the modem



7]
cultural places as Patravadee theatre, Siriraj hospital museum and the educational institutes of not

less than eighty years old.

3. The factors which maintain the existence of Wat Rakhang Kositaram as cultural
heritage are archaeological sites, archaeological objects, customs, traditions and beliefs including
arts of various fields. This neighbourhood is considered educational and Buddhist learning centre,
occupational leamning centre and tourist centre, in line with plans and activities as legally

managed by related organizations.

4 The cultural places of Wat Rakhang Kositaram and the vicinity can be favourably
developed to be popular learning centre and popular revenue centre through the management of
historical and cultural values including local wisdom.

5. According to folk people, instructors and administrators of educational institutes as well
as representatives of related organizations in the community, the procedure to manage cultural
places as popular learning centres and popular revenue centres includes 1) drafting projects and
activities 2) meeting for consideration of projects and activities 3) submitting projects and
activities to the policy-makers, politicians and related VIPs 4) announcement for more members
5) joint meeting for results and guidelines for problem solving primarily concermed with cleanliness
and landscape design.
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