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Abstract

The title of this research is the Study of the Use of Thai Idiomatic Expressions in Thai Daily
Newspapers.

The purpose is to study the use of Thai idioms appearing in Thai Daily newspapers by focusing
on the number of idioms used according to their letter head grouping, news topics, position of
idioms in the news, and the names of the newspapers; as well as to study the problems arising
from using the idioms.

The research methodology was by the means of the writer reading pieces of news and studying
the idioms which appeared in the following newspapers: Thai Rath, Daily News, Ban Muang,
Matichon, Siam Rath, Khao sot, Naew Na, Thai Post, and Manager; starting from issues dated |
October 1998 to 31 March 1999. There were 1,647 issues in total. Then percentage and content
analysis were used to analyse the data.

The results of the study are as follows:

There were 267 Thai idiomatic expressions collected from all the pieces of news investigated in
total. From these idioms, there were expressions which begin with the letter @ being used the
most, and 267 idioms were used 416 times. The number of idiomatic expressions used in writing
political, economic, social, crime, foreign, local and upcountry news occurred from the most to
the least in those news topics respectively.

In addition it has been found that the number of idiomatic expressions used in writing the
headlines, the lead-ins and the body of the news occurred from the most to the least in those
positions respectively. |

The number of Thai idiomatic expressions occurred the most in Thai Rath and Siam Rath.
The characteristics of the expression used in writing the news were original idiomatic
expressions, common Thai words coined as idiomatic expressions as well as transformed
idiomatic expressions.

It also has been found that there were problems in using the transformed idiomatic expressions.
The problems occurred in the expressions studied from the most to the least in the following ways
respectively: changing words or phrases; deleting words or phrases; changing, deleting and

adding words or phrases; as well as adding words or phrases.
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