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“The Promotion of Multicultural Values for Thai and Migrant Students

through Education”

Abstract

Nowadays it is undeniable that migrant workers are a part of Thai society; we meet them
regularly in our daily life. Apart from adults, many are minors who follow their parents to be in
Thailand or who were born here. Foreseeing that these children are and will become members
of Thai society, on the 5" of July 2005, the cabinet approved the proposed plan to allow free
access to public education for migrant children. Following this landmark cabinet resolution is
the issue of how to provide education for diverse groups of students, namely Thais and
migrants. As one of state apparatus, school has the duty to inculcate common culture and
shared values for future Thai citizens. However, we have learnt from the past how
assimilationist education has unfavorable results. Thus, education that respects cultural diversity
is advocated by many educators. This research attempted to find appropriate ways to provide
education that promotes the living together among migrant students and Thai students. The
research found that schools provide education that “assimilates” migrant students into Thai
society. However, the policy recommendation from the research project is that schools should
use this opportunity that Thai students and migrant students study together to provide
education that allow studets to learn other cultures—Thai students learning mirant cultures

and vice versa—instead of one-way assimilation of migrant students.

Keywords: Education, Migrant students, Cultural diversity, assimilation
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wnarsuleurednatuiidfglunisimuaulsuievesesdlnsias A National Agenda for a
Multicultural Australia of 1989 wenansulguisatuliimuanannisvesnyinusssuleuniglaven
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