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Knowledge Awareness and inheritance

Music Wisdom of Ethnic Groups in Chiangrai province
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Abstract
Research Project Knowledge, Awareness and Inheritance Music Wisdom of
Ethnic Groups in Chiangrai Province
Researcher Ong-Art Inthaniwet

Research Year: 2017

This research uses the qualitative approach to study ethnographical phenomena in order
to synthesize musical knowledge of 17 ethnic groups in Chiang Rai Province. Furthermore it aims
to study the ways of preservation consciousness of ethnic music’s culture and to study the
inheritance of ethnic group for the youth in Chiang Rai Province.

The results of study on the knowledge of music wisdom through 17 ethnic groups in Chiang
Rai province can be categorized according to the musical knowledge of each ethnic group i.e. the
characterization and classification of music as follows. 1) Tai Khun music: Tai Khun Ramwong
Ensemble consists of Sing, Pattaya, Gong, Hawk, Chaeng, and Surn vocal music, 2) Tai Lue music:
Pi-Lue and Kub-Lue, 3) Tai Yuan music: Phin-Pia, Wong Pi Jum, Wong Salor, Seung, Kluy, Pong-pong
Drum, and Pard-Gong ensemble consists of Ranard, Khong Wong, Pi Nae, Terng Thing Drum, and
Sor, 4) Tai Yong music: Wong Glong Luang and Wong Glong Sing Mong, 5) Tai Ya music: Ting Tong
instruments and Hong Kham vocal music, 6) Tai Yai music: Wong Jard Tai Parn Gaw, Wong Mong
Serng and Wong Glong Gan Yao 7) Bisu music: Hae Khrua Tarn instrumental ensemble and Bisu
vocal ensemble, 8) Karen music: Te Na Goo, Per Na Net, and Eur Tha vocal music, 9) Hmong music:
Kheng, 10) Lahu music: Nor, Artha, Lae Ga Chuy, Jae Ow, Bologo, Khaew Ma, Lae Ru, and Gamer
Wae vocal music, 11) Lisu music: Suer Buer, Fu Lhu, Yue Lu and Mo Gua Gua Tua vocal music, 12)
Akha music: La Jae, Chue Lu, Cha Er, Phi Pa, Bo Chong, and Asa vocal music, 13) Mien or Yao music
: Fan Ti, Eue Mian Yho, Mong, and Chao Jaoy, 14) Khmu music: Lhong, Sunr, Thoral, Pi, Gle Tong,
Khrab Oak, Wong Gluern Mel Contack and Term vocal music 15) Dara-Ang music: Ding, Walve, Ding
Ganok, and Cha Kwarn. For Wong Hae, it consists of Graerng Mang Jo, Graerng Mang Song, Graerng
Ma Yarm, Mong Rap, Ma Yarm, and Aum Mong and Aeurm Jeng vocal music, 16) Lawa music: Saw,
Sating, Jai Plang vocal music and Hae Prakhorm Jom Krueng Pae ensemble, and 17) E-Sarn music
performed in Chiangrai: Wong Pong Lang consists of Khaen, Phin Esarn, Pong Lang, Word, Gupgap,
Wong Glong Yao, and Wong Mor Lam. In order to create awareness and consciousness in ethnic
music culture for the youth, there should be a learing center in the community, cultural ethnic
schools in each area and an understanding of the universal and Thai music notation system as a
base for learners. The inheritance process of ethnic music’s wisdom toward the youth in Chiang
Rai Province can be divided into 3 types of inheritance, namely, 1) Memorization and practice

based, 2) Understanding in fundamentals, and 3) Understanding in song meaning prior to the practice

Key Words: Awareness/ Ethnomusicology/ Culture/ Inheritance/ Knowledge
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