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A Study and Conservation of “Di-kear Song” in Muslim Culture in Tambon
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Abstract
This research studied the music culture of the folk music of the Muslim in Ko
Yao Noi, Phang Nega District, which is called “Di-kear”. The research collected
Ethnomusicology data from the field by interviewing key individuals such as De Kea Choral
Group, Imam, Government Official, and the local people. The purpose of this studied was to

study musical process of the song and the guideline to conserve De Kea music.

From the study, De Kear song means the song that was sung in the wedding

ceremony of the Muslim on the island. The song was developed from “Zhikr” chanting, the
form of chant that tributes the god of Islam among the Arabian group. It was later spread to
Malaysia, Indonesia, and the south of Thailand in the form of performing art called Dhikr
whereas the Ko Yao Noi local pronounce it “Di-Kayr” or “Di-kear”. The singing is unique and
there are processes of singing in the wedding ceremony comprising of 5 types of Di-kear;
1) Di-kear leading the groom, 2) Di-kear teaching the wed, 3) Di-kear praising Allah, 4) Di-kear
Da-yai, 5) Di-kear teaching female. The main singers are male in group of 5-10. Currently, the
group is led by Imam Shem Kanreab , the successor of Teacher Imam Air. In the past, the
accompanying instrument used for these songs were Tone-ramana drum and Violin.
However, no one play those instruments in the present. The content of Di-kear involves with
the teaching for the wed, to stand firm in doing good, helping each other, and to uphold the
teachings of Islam. Di-kear is facing the lack of successor singer as the number of singer
decrease.

The guideline on conserving Di-kear. 1) Support and organize Di-kear singing in
the community continually as the number of those who are able to sing is slim due to aging
and lack of successor, along with the song having no clear record. 2) Promote Di-kear song
to be in Thai language or social study class curriculum for local school in Ko Yao Noi in order
that the students will be able to sing the song which is their local identity. 3) Record the Di-
kear song systematically so that it could be kept as musical-cultural evidence for folk song
of the local Islam community of Koh Yao Noi, Phang Nga.

Keyword: Dikear,Zikir, Dayai
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