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Abstract

The objective of this study were 1) to protect traditional knowledge by documenting
it via the participation of people in the community, 2) to analyze crisis and threatened
factors which related to the “Don Pu Ta” 3) to promote this traditional knowledge so that it
can be added into the list of Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage in Knowledge and
Practices concerning Nature and the Universe, which is run by UNESCO. The methodology
used was participatory action research (PAR). The people in the target community were
selected to be co-researchers for developing theirs skill in the research methodology. All
activities related to the “Don Pu Ta” were collected using questionnaires and observations.

The result revealed that 1) this culture has existed for more than 1,000 years. The
root of this culture came from a respect for spirit, which is common in Asian cultures. The
structure of the “Don Pu Ta” is composed of a forest area that has a spirit house. The “Don
Pu Ta” is maintained by well-informed person called a “Tao Jum”. The “Tao Jum” visited
“Don Pu Ta” every Wednesday. The Tao Jum is a translator between the spirit and the
people in the community. The Tao Jum maintained their position until he or she could no
longer carry out the tasks, for example, due to the sickness. The “Don Pu Ta” area and
beliefs had both social and scientific aspects. As far as the social aspects, the “Don Pu Ta”
area was sacred. The people believed that the “Don Pu Ta” could protect them from bad
things. There is a celebration for the spirit every year. Usually the celebration is on a
Wednesday in the 6" lunar month (around May), which is not a Buddhist holy day. The
important rule of the village is that if the community does not give celebration to the “Don
Pu Ta”, then they are not allowed to plant rice. The scientific function of the “Don Pu Ta”
areas is conservation: the people are not allowed to gather or hunt in the area. Therefore,
the “Don Pu Ta” is a good genetic conservation source for the community. 2) From the data
analyzing found that the crisis and threatening of the “Don Pu Ta” came from the
economics pressure, social pressure and government policy. The Development Planning by
Government has brought a cultural change. A large number of people move to big cities,
and they had no chance to participate in this traditional knowledge. The traditional
knowledge transfer was interrupt. At present traditional knowledge related to “Don Pu Ta”
was a function of a social rationale. There was a lack of function in terms of practices
natural science. 3) The data from this research can be added into the Safeguarding the
Intangible Culture Heritage in Knowledge database and can be presented as cultural heritage

knowledge about nature and the universe.
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