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Abstract

This research was the Qualitative Methodology. The purposes of this research
were 1) to study the procedure of the transboundary cultural space production, 2) to
study the factor and potentiality for the transboundary cultural space production, and
to analyze the effects and to recommend for the transboundary cultural space
production. The methodology process composed of in-depth interview of the key
informants, focus group, non-participant observation and the attendance at the Thai-Lao
Morning Alms Offering Cultural Tradition in the year 2014. The research tools were the
in-depth interview guideline, group interview guideline, and the method of non-
participant observation. The purposive sample consisted of monk, government officer,
local government, sub-district headman, village headman, businessman, mass media,
and civil society organization. The sample was also the convenience sampling of the
people who were attending the Morning Alms Offering Cultural Tradition. The total
number of the sample was 40 which was 20 from Thailand and 20 from Lao PDR. The
research area consisted of Meaung Cob in Xayyabuli Provinces of Lao PDR and Phusang
District in Phayao Provinces of Thailand.

The major findings were:

1. The procedure of the Thailand-Loa transboundary cultural space production
was the process of the one-way Cultural Space Production from Thailand which was the
effect of the outside environment: 1) politics and international relation and 2) economy
with border trade, investment, and tourism connecting the nation group in the of the
Greater Mekong Sub-region. Therefore, “the transboundary Morning Alms Offering
Cultural Tradition” was the selling point of Thailand to contribute the space of the
relationship of the two countries with Buddhism and culture leading to the relations of
the city and the growth of the border economy.

2. The factor and potentiality for the transboundary cultural space production
through the Thai-Lao Morning Alms Offering Cultural Tradition divided into: (1) the inside
factor and potentiality consisted of social capital, cultural capital, and natural resource
capital. This aspect composed of multiple ethnic groups, the simple lifestyle of the
people, the natural and cultural tourist attraction, the cultural local tradition related to
Buddhism, and the plentiful natural resource, (2) the outside factor and potentiality of
the strategies of Phayao Province; the development of the city of border trade; had

developed the Ban-Hauk Checkpoint to the international border checkpoint, the



renovation of border checkpoint building and landscape, the advancement of tourism in
the Sub-region of the Mekong River where the transportation connected to Xayyabuli
district and Luangprabang district of Lao PDR, Hanoi City and Dien Bien Phu City of
Vietnam, the research of the border tourism, and the discover of trade route and the
tourism of business sector.

3. The effects of the transboundary cultural space production through the Thai-
Lao Morning Alms Offering Cultural Tradition were the positive effect and the negative
effect composing of 2 dimensions: (1) The effect of the national policy had developed
the international relation by the Morning Alms Offering Cultural Tradition leading the
politic and economy, the advancement of cultural tourism as well as the exchange of
mutual lifestyle and the participation of annual cultural traditional activities of each
country, (2) the effect of the provincial level had brought about the transboundary
Morning Alms Offering Cultural Tradition to become the annual tradition of Phayao
Province which held in the end of December. Nevertheless, the organizers of the event
had a shortage of understanding of the value of the Morning Alms Offering Cultural
Tradition which was the Buddhist Culture. That was the focus on tourism and income
while Buddhism was the one element, (3) the effect of the local level had come from
the development stream of Ban-Hauk to Pai 2. This caused the extended border trade
by the market opening of Ban-Hauk on the day 10 and 30 of the month. The
consequence was the rising of the shops, restaurants, accommodations, tourists, and the
higher-price land of Ban-Hauk as well as the increase in the participation of the people,
villages, local government, government agencies in district level and provincial level in
the transboundary Morning Alms Offering Cultural Tradition. Nonetheless, the local
government of the Phu-sang District had been investigated the grant-in-aid infringement.

4. The recommendations to the Thailand-Loa transboundary cultural space
production should give precedence to the content and value of the Morning Alms
Offering Cultural Tradition by pursuing the monk groups of the two countries to play the
main role of activities, and arranging the mutual cultural tradition which represented the
two nations. The pattern of activity should be consistent with the Morning Alms Offering
Cultural Tradition, and the focus on the cultural promotion and the connection of the
people of the two nations. This was also the participating encouragement of the host
alternation with the conference continually, the divided responsible roles explicitly. The

additional recommendation was to create the plan of the tourism of Phayao Province



yearly in order to be the sustainable activities and the absolute international

relationship of the two countries.

Keyword: Morning Alms Offering Tradition, THAI-LAO, Cultural Space Production,

Transboundary
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