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Abstract

This research is a qualitative research which purposes to investigate the
symbolic meaning hidden in the rites of Liangpang a rite of ancestral spirit worship and
Lae a sedan chair used for carrying a person about to be ordained as a Buddhist monk
to attend the ritual of Buddhist ordination at the temple. The symbols used in these
rites as actions, performances, outfits, food, ornaments and equipment are analyzed by
interpretive approach. The data interpretation is based on the contexts of Nakhonthai
culture, Thai culture and Thailand neighboring countries’s cultures. The data was
collected in the area of Nakhonthai Subdistrict, Nakhonthai District, Phisanulok from the
key informants who are the mediums of Liangpang and the senior craftsmen who make

and decorate Lae.

The study shows that the symbols appeared as the mediums’ manners, dancing
postures and outfits as well as food, accessories and equipment composed as the
constituents of Liangpang express the message about the history of settling the

kingdom, way of life, believes, custom and social structure of Nakhonthai ancestors.

The symbols appear as the ornaments of Lae, the outfits Naga a person about
to be ordained as a Buddhist monk, and sacrifices of the rite express the message about
Naga a mythical serpent which absolutely believed in Buddhism in the Buddha story in
the famous part of Naga a mythical serpent who absolutely believed in Buddhism. In
addition, some ornaments of Lae such as swords, spears, photos of the king and the
queen of Thailand, the royal family, parents and ancestors express the beliefs of
protection the Naga from devils who will obstruct the ordination by use the weapon
and the influences of the king and the queen, the royal family, parents and ancestors
of the Naga to protect him until he can achieve the process of the ordination and

become the monk.

KEY WORDS:  ritual, symbol, symbolic meaning, ancestral spirit worship,
Buddhism Beliefs
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