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Abstract

This research aimed at studying the general condition of culture, beliefs,
cultural assimilation processes and cultural adaptation of a Modham in Surin
province. The qualitative research methodology employed a documentary research
and key informants with a case study from the target group as samples to meet the
objectives. The target group was classified as 5 groups: 1) group of a Modham, 2)
group of disciples of a Modham that inherited subjects from a Modham, 3) group of
people who are treated by a Modham, 4) group of Informal and informal community
leaders and 5) group of academicians. There were 3 areas of research: 1) Ban Lantea,
Thep Raksa Sub-district, Sangkha District, Surin Province; 2) Ban Ta Brahmin, Thep
Raksa Sub-district, Sangkha District, Surin Province and 3) Ban Phum Pho, Tom Sub-

district, Sangkha District, Surin Province. The main research findings were as follow;
The status and role in being a Modham with a major motivator was a morally sick person
and found a way to heal himself. This had led to the belief that these treatments have kept
others up to date. The family has been a Modham before, resulting in the interest to study, so it
was inherited, hoping to help others. Thus, most of a Modham were usually gained knowledge of
the disease by the transmission of the teacher who was a Modham. And after the knowledge
transfer from the teacher or sometimes called as “the teacher” or “great teacher”. More self-
study would be provided to provide the best treatment appropriated for the situation. At the
stage of transference, there was, often, a record keeping knowledge in valuable texts and would
be well preserved. There was also a mind-numbing memorization of the doctrinal content of the
textbook with a unique characterization of the healing process. At the ritual stage, there were
compositions of practices in various ways. The rituals of a Modham often included folk music to
be associated with emotional therapy. This was an addiction to mental illness that promoted
better morale and results in improved morale. The ways of life of people in the Lower Isan
region, such as in Surin Province, still attached importance to and dependence on the ritual of a

Modham which had well reflected cultural assimilation based on faith, tradition and culture.
In addition, the rituals of a Modham still found that there was a cause of

faith, faith in the doctrines of Buddhism, such as the principle of good action, giving,



keeping the precepts, etc. These principles had showed the overall picture of rituals
that were in harmony with the context and lifestyle as well as the rituals of
Buddhism which were the faith of the people in the area. It was possible for people
who were ill to be treated with the current treatment. At present, most Modham are
senior people who are knowledgeable and passionate about their rituals and wish to
pass on the knowledge they need to learn, love and cherish, help them to maintain
the science of a Modham to continue for a long time. Because it is another way to
help the sick, the science of incurable, get hope and encouragement. Not only a
Modham, at present, plays a role in helping to cure illness, but also plays an
important role in rituals in the community, such as Thai blessing ceremony or Spirit
worship, prediction and exorcising bad luck or karma, etc. The ritual stage is the
integration of beliefs, traditions and cultures in accordance with the local way of life
under the moral, resulting in people living in the community together happily and
peacefully in the way of the Dhamma. The science of a Modham is a science that
encourages morale in work and smooth life as well.

The results of the study found that under the slobalization, society and
culture of the Community is affected by this change, so it is necessary to accelerate
the search for ways to encourage the community to recognize the importance and
value of the Dhamma. This is another important culture within the community, not
to lose. A Modham derives from the integration of social capital based on beliefs,
traditions and cultures which are considered as the wisdom of the local community,
which can bring about sustainable development and strength for the community.
Therefore, all sectors need to cooperate in the conservation, promotion and
adaptation of their work in line with the beliefs, so that the valuable rituals remain a
significant cultural heritage alongside the community forever. Local administrative
organizations should play an important role by establishing a community and having
a policy that a Modham be certified, registered and ritually corrected. Finally, in
terms of educational institutions, they should be systematically integrated and

standardized as a major source of information for the community.

Keywords : Modham, Cultural Assimilation, Cultural, Faith, Tradition
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